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Abstract
Teenage pregnancy has always been controversial and frowned upon by many. Abortion in teens is a very serious matter and must be handled with precaution and safety. This paper reviews many scenarios regarding teenage abortion and parental involvement laws. Topics included in this essay are Teenage abortion rates, consent laws, and parental involvement law. Through research and hard thought, it was concluded that parental involvement is extremely important in the process of teenage abortion. 
Teenage Ability to Give Consent 
Teen abortion without parental consent is becoming more uncommon every day. “On July 14, 2009, Illinois joined thirty-four other American states in mandating parental notification before a teenager can obtain an abortion despite evidence that such a restriction is irrational, often unnecessary, and sometimes harmful.” Through research, I discovered that there are many pros and some cons in parents being involved with their child’s abortion. According to my research on teenage abortion, consent laws, and children’s rights parents should be involved when their child is considering an abortion.
Teenage girls are often taken advantage of by older men. For instance, Mrs. Joyce Farley's daughter was only thirteen years old when she found out she was pregnant by an eighteen-year-old man. When Mrs. Farley's daughter was twelve, "…the 18-year-old man she had been seeing—the man you tried to keep her from—had given her alcohol, gotten her drunk, and impregnated her.” Before Mrs. Farley knew her daughter was pregnant, she was taken outside state lines without her permission to get an abortion. 
” In Pennsylvania, it is against the law to provide an abortion to a minor child without the consent of her parent, legal guardian, or a judge. But, in neighboring states like New York, it is not.” It was later discovered that the eighteen-year-old boy's stepmother was the person who took the child to have the procedure done in a neighboring state. This proves that parental consent is important when it comes to a teenager having a procedure of this nature. The child, in this case, was coerced into getting an abortion so that the child's father would not face the consequences of taking advantage of a twelve-year-old girl. 
States like Pennsylvania that have laws put in place to make sure parents are involved in cases of teenage abortion should be looked at as an example so that cases like Joyce Farley and her daughter do not happen again. “New York, on the other hand, has no such requirement. A recitation of the facts in Hartford's case ... demonstrate the need for passage of S. 1645.” Because New York does not have the same parental consent requirements as Pennsylvania Mrs. Farley’s daughter was able to easily slip through the cracks.
Although most teens voluntarily involve their parents in their decision to get an abortion some people believe minors should have the right to consent to an abortion without a parent. A finding from a study in Massachusetts stated, “a report by the AMA found that minors' decision-making process on abortion is comparable to that of adults aged 22-25.” Some minors may have the maturity to make these decisions while others do not. There is absolutely no way of telling if any child is mature enough to make this decision, therefore parents should be involved when it comes to their child’s decision on getting an abortion. Teenage minds are not done developing until age twenty-one so it is very hard to believe that they could make such an important decision on their own without parental guidance. According to Lesnett, “Parental consent for abortion laws is a common sense approach to protecting young girls from making a potentially life changing decision without involving the people who most care for their well-being—their parents." Abortion can have long-term effects such as fertility issues in later life, PTSD, and many other emotional/mental disorders. 
Teenage abortion remains a controversial topic and the safety of minors is becoming more protected by the consent laws allowing parental involvement in teenage abortion cases. Although studies show that some teens can make decisions regarding abortion it is evident that parents should be involved in the decision-making process regarding their child's potential life-changing procedure. 
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